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1 Sam 26:2,7-9,12-13,22-23; 1 Cor 15:45-49; LK 6:27-38 

 Jesus calls us to relate to others in ways that are different than we may her been taught.  We are 

often told that success, power, and freedom are found in taking care of ourselves, and in vigorously 

protecting our “rights.”  All that Jesus tells us today revolves around one primary statement: Be merciful, 

just as your Father is merciful.  Jesus promises that far from this putting us at a disadvantage - it is the 

route to reward.  Jesus uses a few different sorts of situations to make His point today.  First is dealing 

with the person who does you wrong, and this includes even those who really try to hurt or damage your 

status.  Secondly, is dealing with those in need where we may fear that helping them takes away our own 

autonomy and freedom.  Lets look at both of these situations and see how Jesus is directing us. 

 First, dealing with the person who hates you and/or wrongs you.  Interestingly, Jesus doesn’t put 

limits on who He is talking about.  It could be the person who just dislikes you from afar (and never 

even speaks to you), it could be the person who you actively argue and struggle with, it could be a 

person who has maligned you and falsely accused you causing you great loss and pain.  It really doesn’t 

matter because Jesus is saying that our response to all must be the same regardless of how they treat us. 

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  God is merciful to all, and loves all.  In the Gospel of 

Matthew Jesus tell su to prove [our]selves to be [children] of [our] Father who is in heaven; for [God] 

causes [the] sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  

Good from God does not stop because of who a person is, or what they do - it is still available to all to 

accept or reject.  We are to have the same attitude regardless of how someone treats us.  Jesus says 

today: For if you love those who love you,  what credit is that to you? … And if you do good to those 

who do good to you, what credit is that to you?  He pushes the point by giving an extreme example: To 

the person who strikes you on one cheek, offer the other one as well.  The attitude underlying this action 

is in complete contrast to slapping them back. But that’s the way God does it when we slap Him in the 

face - gives us another chance to respond in love to love.  We are to do the same. 

 The second situation is especially apt in our materialistic world, where marketing has convinced 

us of the absolute necessity of amazing material wealth and possessions for our security.  Jesus says: 

Give to everyone who asks of you, and from the one who takes what is yours do not demand it back.  

Giving freely and not keeping score of debits is spoken by Jesus (and in other places in Scripture) many 



times.  How much hate has been born, and how many families broken up because of money and 

possessions?   Not what God does, and we must Be merciful, just as [our] Father is merciful.  In the 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ a great debit is forgiven.  We forget the immensity of the debit, and the rights 

that God has in Justice to enact our destruction for this debit.  Instead of taking back what is owed, God 

gives of His very self - way beyond what is owed.  Jesus echoes this same attitude in his example: from 

the person who takes your cloak, do not withhold even your tunic.  The cloak is the outer garment, the 

tunic is the main inner garment.  Literally, if someone takes your coat, give them the shirt off your back 

too.  Instead of keeping score, and demanding what you have a right to, be even more generous. 

 These two examples come to a conclusion in the command:  Stop judging and you will not be 

judged.  Stop condemning and you will not be condemned.  Forgive and you will be forgiven.  Just as we 

pray in the Our Father: “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”  Our 

ability to forgive another for their actions against us - or to forgive them a debit - are connected to the 

real reward.  The attitude of love and mercy - not judgement and condemnation - brings us to a very 

spiritual and natural peace.  Why?  Because we are acting in line with the Image of God within us.  Hate, 

violence, greed, condemnation, and judgementalism actually separate us from God and clash with who 

we are at a deep level.  To act contrary to the Image of God in us creates a spiritual and psychological 

(and sometimes even physical) distress.  We cannot ever turn back the clock and undo the harms done to 

us.  To try to fix them by creating a matching harm on the other side is really destructive and doesn’t 

change the past.  Forgiveness is the only sure way to the peace for which we were made.    

 But even more than that, Jesus tells us that we will be judged as we have judged others - God 

will tune the level of mercy He shows to the level we used towards others: For the measure with which 

you measure will in return be measured out to you.  Loving others and forgiving them for their harms 

and debits brings us, not a loss of power and security, but rather, as Jesus says:  gifts … [in] … good 

measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing.  Being merciful, just as [our] Father is 

merciful is a route to being who we really most deeply are, it is the sure route to become at peace with 

ourselves, and by aligning ourselves with God, it is the pathway to being joined to God in heaven. 


